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Meanwhile the story of his travels had been
noised abroad. The wonders of which he had told
were exaggerated and sometimes transformed
beyond all recognition. Intelligent men began to
doubt his veracity. There was no authorised
written account. The Sultan of Morocco deputed
his own secretary, Ibn Juzai, a Spanish Muslim, to
take down notesYrom the traveller's dictation, use
such notes as the traveller might have had, and
compile a clearly written narrative of events, with
an account of the notable men and cities that this
" world-traveller" had seen. The result was the
Travels as we now have them. Ibn Juzai performed
his task well, and finished it in December 1355. He
calls itc'extracting the pearl from its oyster shell.5*
Few works of such celebrity and such age have
been preserved in their original manuscripts as this
one has been. It was one of the prizes which fell
to the French in* their conquest of Algeria. When
they captured the town of Constantine in 1837, the
very autograph manuscript of Ibn Juzai fell into
their hands. It is carefully preserved in the
National Library at Paris. Though its pages are
worm-eaten and yellow with age, and the beautiful
writing in the Spanish Arabic script has faded and
become illegible in many places, it is a literary
treasure of rare value.
The picture which this intrepid traveller has
left us of India under Muhammad Shah Tughluq is
drawn with due regard to light and shade. He has
given iis many details of social, economic, and